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End of Term 5. Hoping everyone has a safe and happy week off
school. We look forward to welcoming everybody back on
Monday 5th June.

Usually Term 6 is very hot. Please remember to supply either a
school cap or legionnaire hat (available from Eduspot), water bottles

and apply sun cream before school. Thank you

Mr Fitter and Mrs Goddon, Headteachers

Online safety

Communication

Edition no 43

Primary

Attendance this week

Whole school attendance this week 92.3 %
Best attendance this week:

Dove Class 96.8% and

Nightingale Class 96.2%

Talk to your child about why it is important to stay safe online. Explain that whilst the internet is a fun,
exciting and knowledge-rich tool, it is also a place where people may wish to bring them into dangerous
activities or expose them to unpleasant material. It is important to be clear that you are not saying your
child may never use the internet again, or that everything on it is harmful — it is about teaching them to
have a greater awareness and to be able to manage and report any risks. Keep an open dialogue with
your child — letting them know they can always talk to you about anything that has made them feel un-

comfortable online is key to keeping them safe.

At the end of the newsletter is a child friendly poster produced by National Online Safety which helps to
give advice to children about online safety and advice to parents/carers on how to talk to children about

online safety.

: PTA—Friends of Wouldham Event

The Friends are organising a quiz night to take place in the school hall — QU'Z ?

Date: Saturday 10th June.
Time: 7.00 pm arrival.

Adults only teams of max 6 per table.

Cost will be £2 per person.

Bring your own refreshments.

There will be some available to buy on the night.

TIME




Wellbeing - Connecting with Nature
Evidence shows that spending time in green space or bringing nature into your everyday like can benefit both mental
and physical wellbeing. Being outdoors can have lots of positive effects such as improved mood, reduce feelings of
stress or anger, help you to be more active, imprp confidence and take time out to feel more relaxed.

® & % & B 8 P 5 E RS

activities to boost wellbeing

1. Do xome gardening 2. Discover new walks 3 Nature spotting

8. Geterafiy T Practe mindfuloess &, Hawe a picnic 6. Take your workout &, Forage for fruit
oulside andd Rowers

School opening and closing times

Reminder that school gates open at 8.50 am until 9.00 am.  Anyone arriving after this time must come via the school office
and sign pupils in—this is to ensure we have an accurate record of which children are in school and if they are packed lunch or
school dinners.

Also reminding that school finishes at 3.15 pm.  Any child whose parent/carer is late will be put into the after school provision
and will be charged for this. Unfortunately we are unable to hold children at reception after 3.30 pm.

Thank you for your co-operation on this matter

DATES FORTERM 5

Half term Monday 29th May to Friday 2nd June
Term 6 Monday 5th June

PTA meeting Monday 5th June @ 9am

Wagtail class trip Friday 9th June

PTA quiz Saturday 10th June

Fathers Day room Wednesday 14th and Thursday 15th June
SEN parents group Wednesday 14th June

Cricket tournament Thursday 15th June

Kingfisher class trip Friday 16th June

PTA meeting Monday 19th June @ 9am

New Year R books and biscuits Wednesday 21st June

Welcome sessions Year R Monday 26th June

SEN parents group Wednesday 28th June

KS1 sports day Wednesday 28th June—pm

KS2 sports day Wednesday 5th June— am

Stay and play new Year R Wednesday 5th July

Summer Fayre Friday 7th July from 2pm




At Nationol Online Safety, we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted aduits with the information to hold an informed conversation about online safety wit_h their.children,.should they feel
itis needed. This guide focuses on one of many games that we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for aduits.
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Not ali of Fortnite is free. Save the A i ) '
| World mode, for example, can = s -
/ become quite costly. An in-game % - 0
currency called V-Bucks is used to buy = - Crs "
items such as cosmetics, which are not - ,_! 0 ’ f

a necessity to play the game. it can feel
like buying them is essential, however ~
even for adult players. Making sure no
payment methods are linked to the .
game’s store is a good idea when /Tf'?
children are playing Fortnite. { .

- <l W &
REPEAT SUBSCRIPTIONS

3

Fortnite now offers a monthly ™
repeat subscription which ]
costs £9.99 (or equivalent). )
This package offers different
non-essential benefits every ;
moenth - including fancy cosmetics,
rare weapons, V-Bucks and special
bonuses. Signing up, therefore, can
be tempting for dedicated players.
However, subscriptions cannot be paid

. tor with V-Bucks earned in the game,
only with real-worid money,

b =
COMPETITIVE COMMUNITY

Fortnite isn't purely a competitive
| experience (some modes 1
Jﬁ prioritise cooperation), but the
' rivalry aspect remains central.
Battle Royale is an especially
ruthless mode, where the last
player or squad left standing wins.
Games can become heated, and
players’ desire to win can often cause
excessively aggressive or “toxic”
behaviour towards others - via the
game's gudio chat, for instance.

By
POSSIBILITY OF SCAMS / )
Popular games like Fortnite (é

ur: u!ter_? targeted ﬁz' : ‘ Y
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ng to trick or e ‘genuine

.l';\:w._ n Fortnite, w‘gmmguhuw been (%
‘known to offer children free V-Bucks or <

vast amounts of V-Bucks in exchange
for rare items ~ often askingthe

rto click a particular fink.. (—-‘-’
] ..m-mr;;gnmium-mk!na;ucm ~
_llzf.gaur child's account, parsonal N

rmation and payment detalis.

USER-CONTROLLED CONTENT

Some elements of online
;lideo games can’t be rated
or dge appropriateness
becq%se the developer —=- N\
doesn’'t have control over them.
in Fortnite, for instance, things like voice
or text chat, usernames, trades and other
player-generated content may not
always be suitable for children. it also
means that the makers aren’t fiable for

- anything a stranger might say to young
Fortnite players online.

STAY AWARE OF SPENDING

Free-to-play games (that is, ones without up-front costs) can still
be bi? financial drains. In Fortnite, for example, the Battle Pass —~ a
set of rewards to improve players’ experience in the game — can be
either earned through ploxing or bought with real money (with
additional incentives for &

can be a great lesson in money management for young people.

ENCOURAGE BREAKS

Gaming sessions can reach marathon lengths; especially when
our child is on a winning streak and doesn’t want to stop. Sitting
n the same position for hours isn‘t healthy, of course, but it's an
easy habit to form, Encouraging young ones to break regularly
for drinks and so on will help them stay hydrated, rest their eyes
and release some of the tension from competitive gameplay.
-8 & —EEE

Meet Qur Expert

Clare Godwin (a.k.a. Lunawolf) has worked as an editor and
journalistin the gaming industry since 2015, providing websites
with event coverage, reviews and gaming guides. She is the
owner of Lunawolf Gaming and is currently working on various
gaming-related projects including game development and
writing hon-fiction books.
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TALK ABOUT TALKING

Communication is key in the squad-based Fortnite modes, and '
children will quickly realise that talking with team-mates online

helps to increase their win rate. it's a good idea, therefore, to chat

with your child first about speaking to strangers online, trading, | =
scammers and other potential risks. Remind them that they can ”
always come to you for help if they run into problems online. y

e ‘ -
DISCUSS OTHER APPS

Games like Fortnite can lead on to third-party apps (Discord, for f
example) where players can join a voice, text or - in some cases - {
video chat.about the game. Certain add-~ons aiso let children talk
with othef players from their local area, which clearly presents a
potential risk. When discussing Fortnite with your child, you might
aiso want to ask them about other apps they use while playing:
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At National Online Safety we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information they need to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they
feel it is needed. This guide focuses on one platform of many which we believe trusted aduits should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for aduits.

Fortnite: Chapter 2 has finally landed! With a whole host of new in-game features including a brand-new map,

more water-based acti

es, upgraded character skins and a more streamlined arsenal of weapons, this Fortnite

is promising to be the best yet. Almost all of the changes are cosmetic which means the concept of the game
remains the same, with players still aiming to be the last man standing. Players will no doubt find the game much
more enjoyable with so much more to explore. For parents and carers however, it pays to remain vi_gilant.

BATTLE ROYALE

Battle Royale games have become very popular
over the last couple of years, and most tend to
follow a very similar setup. Taking Fortnite as an
example, 100 players drop into a map, loot

- buildings for weapons and armour and attempt to
beat all the other players to be crowned victor at
the end. If you've ever seen the Hunger Games
movies, you'll have an idea of what this entails,
Each game can take up to 20 minutes (assuming

: you last to the end) and can be restarted relatively
quickly once 100 free players have been found.

SEASONAL UPDATES

Every 10 weeks or so Fortnite is updated with a
new season. This essentially adds new things

fike skins and emotes to the game, while also
sometimes changing up the game map in
interesting ways. These seasons are free to .
everybody and don’t require additional money
to play, though battle passes for each season

can be bought with V-Bucks. A battle pass will
typically allow a player to earn experience

faster and gain fun in-game items by

completing a host of daily challenges.

Natigna
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- BUYINGV-BUCKS
As mentioned, Fortnite does contain in-game
purchases and microtransactions in the form of
V-Bucks which can be bought with real money. if
you do decide to let your young one spend
maoney in the game, be sure to delete your card
Information afterwards as it can be very easy to
purchase more items at the press of a few
buttons. It's important to set a limit on any
purchases (as mentioned they are absolutely not
~ necessary to play the game} and a suggestion
would be capping the spending at around £50
l.- this is the normal retail price of a game

- B Sl

IS FORTNITE ADDICTIVE?

: Fortnite is at the forefront of gaming addiction b
discussions because it is so popular with young people.

Butwhether it actually contributes to gaming addiction s ™ ‘

up for debate, WHO (World Health Organisation) have

classified gaming as a legitimate addiction, but this is not i

solely a concern with Fortnite. Signs of addiction can
_ include irritability when not playing, lying about the

amount of time played and a preoccumtion with thoughts B

of the next gaming sesston. Realistically, it must be down ’
to parents and carers to recognise these symptoms and
act accordingly if they think they are develpplng.

CROSSPLAY IS AVAILABL

One of the wonderful things about Fortnite is that
can be played cross-platform, This means that
matter what platform a person plays on (PC,
ayStation 4, Xbox One etc) they can play with

friends who own the game on a different platfo

0 do this, an Epic Games account must first be
created online (which is free) and then linked with
your platform account. Doing this removes the
age-old boundary of not being able to play together
because you don't have the same console and opens -
up a whole new world of playing online with friends. *

TOP ijs [ior: Faren‘ﬁs
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‘GAMING WITH STRANGERS
Fortnite Battle Royale is an online game, and as such,
there is a chance that young children could come into
contact with gers who are randomly placed into
. their groupsin a game. it’s difficult to predict what
‘ another gevson might say or do in a game, 50 it's a good
| Idea for friends playing together, to be grouped together.
The only real countermeasure to interacting with
- $trangers offered by Fortnite is to turn off all mic

| ’l - communications, which can be done in the game’s
£

‘settings. Using outside chat apps, like Skype or Discord

Eﬂh playing, is a great way to make sure you know whe

yow'ra talking to and that nobody else islistaning in.

PARENTS / CARERS

if you're concerned about play time or
spending money in the game, talk to

' other parents and carers of your child’s
friends. If you approach as a collective, it
will be easier to know when their friends
are online and you don't have to worry
about who they're playing with. it can
also help curb expectations on spending
money on battle passes and skins if you
stick together, .

e -

CAN DEVELOP SOME
IMPORTANT SKILLS

It’s often overiooked just how good
gaming can be for young people.
Fortnite encourages team play, quick
and complex problem solving and
< ication; that's notto i

- the lightning fast vefl g <an
develop. While taking breaks to do
_other activities is of course important,
there are benefits to screen time which

be immediately obvious.

9

FREETO PLAY...ORISIT?

While Fortnite is technically free to play (in that
you can download and play it without paying)
it does come with the caveat that spending
money on things like skins and emotes
in-game is heavily pushed to players. The
currency used in-game is called ‘V-Bucks’ and
can be bought with reaf money through the
game’s online store. It's worth remembering
that these purchases are absolutely not
necessary, are cosmetic only and that V-Bucks
<an be earned in-game with enough play time.

IS FORTNITE VIOLENT?

Fortnite has been rated by the ESRB
(Entertalnment Software Ratings Board) as
'nh:ndd i\v:lm:elmllm
weapons and acts depl nthe e are
mmmmm-‘fm
inspirations, Characters don't draw blood when
shot and instead of dying, they are simply
beamed up off the map. Naturally, players
younger than the recommended age limit will

want to play the game and that should be at
the discretion of parents and carers.

s
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PLAY THE GAME

YOURSELF

There's no substitute for sitting down
and playing the game yourself to learn
all about it. Fortnite is available for free
on almost anything you can imagine,
even your smartphone, so there’s never
been a better time to get involved and
see what all the fuss is about. You never
know, you might even be able to impress
your children when you show them your
imprassive Victory Royale taliy!

hitps h z?....... yaby-parnat multip
hitps: TWwow, polygon com 301 05721/ 171 46048 (or¥s-platform-crosspisy-pad-cbox po-switch ios mobile-snafie-f
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and tips for aduits.

There's a very good chance you've heard of Fortnite, but what exactly is it? And why is it so popular
amongst young people? Fortnite is an online multiplayer "battle royale" game developed by Epic Games,
and is playable on Playstation 4, Xbox One, Nintendo Switch, PC and mobiles. It gained popularity in late

2017 and has since become the biggest game in the world, thanks to its rapid and engaging gameplay.
As with most games, Fortnite itself is a highly enjoyable and safe experience, but it pays to be vugllant,
as the safety is not water tight.

What parents need o know about

FORTNITE

BATTLE ROYALE

BATTLE ROYALE

Battle Royale games have become very popular
over the {ast couple of years, and most tend to
follow a very similar setup. Taking Fortnite as an
example, 100 players drop into a map, oot
buildings for weapons and armout and attempt to
beat all the other players to be crowned victor at
the end. If you've ever seen the Hunger Games
movies, you'll have an idea of what this entails.
Each game can take up to 20 minutes (assuming
you last to the end) and can be restarted relatively
fuickly once 100 free players have been found,

SEASONAL UPDATES

Every 10 weeks or so Fortnite is updated with a
new season. This essentially adds new things
fike skins and emotes to the game, while also
sometimes changing up the game map in
interesting ways. These seasons are free to § '
everybody and don’t require additional mol °
to play, though battle passes for each season
can be bought with V-Bucks. A battle  pass will
typicaily aliow a player to earn experience
faster and gain fun in-game items by
cempleting & host of daily challenges,
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BUYING V-BUCKS

As mentioned, Fartnite does contain in-game
purchases and microtransactions in the form of
V-Bucks which can be bought with real money. If
you do decide to let your young one spend
money in the game, be sure to delete your card
information afterwards as it can be very easy to
purchase more items at the press of a few
buttons. It's important to set a limiton any
purchases (as mentioned they are absofutely not
necessary to play the game} and a suggestion
would be capping the spending at around £50 -
this is the normal retail price of a game

TALKTO OTHER
PARENTS / CARERS

If you're concerned about pfay time or
spending money in the game, tatk to
other parents and carers of your child’s
friends. If you approach as a collective, it
will be easier to know when their friends
are online and you don't have to worry
aboutwho they're playing with. it can
also help curb expectations on spending
money on battle passes and skins if yo
stick together.

'Mee[ our exper]

IS FORTNITE ADDICTIVE?

Fortnite is at the forefront of gaming addiction
discussions because it is so popular with young peop!e
But whether it actually contributes to gaming addiction is
up for debate, WHO (World Health Organisation) have
classified gaming as a legitimate addiction, but this is not
solety a concern with Fortnite. Signs of addiction can
include irritability when not playing, lying about the
amount of time played and a preoccupation with thoughts
of the next gaming session. Reahstncally, it must be down
1a parents and carers to recognise these symptoms and
act Accordmgly i they think they are deveioping.

CROSSPLAY IS AVAILABLE

One of the wonderful things about Fortnite is that it \‘ ,
can be played cross-platform. This means that no
matter what platform a person plays on (PC,
PlayStation 4, Xbox One etc) they can play with
friends who own the game on a different platform.
To do this, an Epic Games account must first be
created online {which is free} and then linked with
your platform account. Doing this removes the
age-old boundary of not being able to play together
because you don't have the same console and opens
up 3 whole new world of playing online with friends.

FREETO PLAY...ORIS IT?

While Fortnite is technically free to play (in that
you can download and play it without paying}
it does come with the caveat that spending
money on things like skins and emotes
imn-game is heavily pushed to players. The
currency used in-game is called ‘V-Bucks’ and
can be bought with real money through the
game’s online store. It’s worth remembering
that these purchases are absolutely not
_necessary, are cosmetic only and that V-Bucks

L343 be earned in-gama with enough play time,

IS FORTNITE VIOLENT? Ve

Fortnite has been rated by the ESRB
{Entertainment Software Ratings Board) as
teen, as it contains cartoony violence and the
weapons and acts depicted in the game are
some way removed from their real life
inspirations, Characters don't draw blood when
shot and instead of dying, they are simply
beamed up off the map. Naturally, players
younger than the recommended age limit will
want to play the game and that should be at
the discretion of parents and carers,

TOP Tips for Faren[s

GAMING WITH STRANGERS w> LIMIT TIME, BUT BE FLEXIBLE

Fortnite Battle Royale is an online game, and as such,
there is a chance that young children could come into
contact with strangers who are randomly placed into
their groups in a game. It's difficult to predict what
another person might say or do in 2 game, so it's a good
idea for friends playing together, to be grouped together.
The only real countermeasure to interacting with
strangers offered by Fortaite is to turn off all mic
communications, which can be done in the game's
settings. Using outside chat apps, like Skype or Discord
while playing, is a great way to make sure you know who
you're talking to and that nobady else is listening in.

CAN DEVELOP SOME
IMPORTANT SKILLS

It's often overlooked just how good
gaming can be for young people.
Fortnite encourages team play, quick
and complex problem solving and
communication; that’s not to mention
the lightning fast reflexes gamers can
develop. White taking breaks to do
other activities is of course important,
there are benefits to screen time which
might not be immediately obvious.

o &

A game of Fortnite can last up to
20 minutes, so be flexible when
it's time to put it away. The
approach of ‘one more game’as
opposed to’10 more minutes’
will stop any complaints thata
match is still ongoing. Better
still, play with your child and
take it in turns; that way you're
helping control the time played
and can keep an eye on what
they're experiencing.

PLAY THE GAME
YOURSELF

There's no substitute for sitting down
and playing the game yourself to learn
all about it, Fartnite is available for free
on almost anything you can imagine,
even your smartphone, so there's never
been a better time to get involved and
se= what all the fuss is about. You never
know, you might #ven be able to impress
rour children when you show them your
mpressive Victory Royale tally!

Mark Foster has worked in the gaming industry for 5 years as a writer, editor
#nd presenter. He is the current gaming editor of two of the biggest gaming
news sites in the world, UNILAD Gaming and GAMINGbible. Starting gaming
- from a young age with his siblings, he has a passion for understanding how
i ’ames and tech work, but more importantly, how to make them safe and fun.
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At National Gnline Safety, we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information to hold an informed conversation about online safety with' their ghildren, should they feel
itis needed. This guide focuses on one of many games which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.

What Parents '& Carers Need to Know a\pout |

JFORTNITE

Fortnite may,be something of a veteran injgaming terms (havinglaunched backiin 2017);butiit remains
g \massivelypopular=with more than250/million’peaple’playing online every monthSThatis partially
| dueitothecompetitive natureofjits pls playericombat,its pop.culture crossovers and its
constantly shifting map’s erolled outiwithleachinew version of the game ...

WHAT ARE
THE RISKS?

= known as ‘chapters:{=and within these sit shortersseasons; which'bring more subtle
changes. The latestiiteration, Chapter'4 Season 2, adds a cyberpunk-themed city and LE L

anime=style areas, for example, along with new weapons’and characters’™y

w CROSSPLAYAND (.
™ PARTY CHAT — 0°* )

ALWAYS ONLINE

There's no single~player offline
mode in Fortnite: it can only be
played orniline. Internet access can
sometimes be gn issue when you're
out and about (both in terms of
connectivity and using up data), so
gou may find that dedicated young

ortnite players are often less
enthusiastic about trips away of a
certain length - such as days out
and holidays ~ than you might have
expected.

<G
INGAMECOSTS S o=
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Fortnite is free to download and
piay, but it does offer various
additional purchases - cosmetic
skins, rare weapons and so on —
which don't really impact on
gameplay, but can cost quite a
significant amount. These items are
bought with game’s currency,
V-Bucks ~ which can be earned
through playing, but are aiso often
purchased from the game's store for
reai-world money.

0o
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POP CULTURE
3 REFERENCES

Part of Fortnite's appeal is its
engoing crossovers with other
popular franchises, ranging from
movies and TV shows like The
Walking Dead to comic book
characters including Batman to
other games such ds Street Fighter,
This means you could find your child
asking questions about the creature
from Alien or who Geralt from The
Witcher is a little sooner than you'd
possibly anticipated.

|
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‘Fortnite is popular with vast num
of gamers.... of various ages. {
Crossplay lets friends play with a
against each other, reg?(urdlesg\?l
whether they're on an Xbox,
PlayStotion or PC - while party chat
 allows them to communicate during
‘the game. This chat feature can also,
therefore, put youngsters at risk of
hearing inappropriate language
from older pIua@fg in the heat of
virtual combat. 1

i - |
VIRTUAL VIOLENCE ™

‘Atits core, there’s no avoiding
that Fortnite is about shooting

. other players to eliminate them.
That said, there’s no blood or gore:
the violence is generaily rendered in
a cartoonish style, and there are
frequent comical touches to lighten
the mood {fishing mini-games, for
example). The machine guns,
shotguns and other weapons often

~ look and behave realistically,
however, so discretion is advised.

ah R -
FREQUENT UPDATES __«
The game's d_e\'zelppers release JE?‘

content in 'seasons’ usually
run for around ten weaks. Each
fresh update sees items odded to
the in-game store, change the
environment’'s map o [ nt
over-arching theme ( 5 Bl
‘medieval’, ‘pirates’ or 'ps rt?")‘.'.'l'hesegﬂ
regular renewals help to hold
players’ interest ~ but also give

/ Zoung gamers plenty of reasons o

eep returning to their screens, |

ts & Carers |

Younger players tend to want to play Fortnite
alongside their friends. With this in mind, it could be
worth speaking to the parents and carers of your
child’s social group and trying to coordinate their
gaming around certain hours of the day. SqfetY in
numbers is obviously a factor here, butit will also help
your child feel that they're getting adequate
opportunity to socialise with their friends online.

BE WARY OF SCAMS

§ Advice for Paren
MATCH GAMING TIMES i)

&£ =

g &

SETSPENDING LIMITS & ™

»

Fortnite’s rotating store is a not-so-subtle
mechanism for coaxing players into splashing out
on those sought-after items before the?l disappear
again for weeks. This could potentially fead to
surprise outlays on your card if your child is tempted
into an impulse purchase. You could consider setting
up @ prepaid card for them to use - or ensuring that
any online purchases require aduit authorisation.

Fortnite’s seasonal updates are free - but each é !
also brings the option of a ‘battle pass’, unlocking
exclusive rewards for playing the game and
completing set chaillenges. The passes cost around
£8 (and are available as part of larger bundles) and
can be an effective reward to young Fortnite fans for

good behaviour or academic petformance, or as an
incentive for chores like tidying their room.

| ENJOY FORTNITE TOGETHER \ 4

~ Fortnite also offers split-screen gumeplax, meaning that
two people can play simultaneously via the same TV or computer, -
That's ideal for siblings or when your child’s friends visit ~ but it also =
offers you an opportunity to spend time doing something fun with your "-'\
child, while also being able to make sure they're playing the game’safely.
Who knows, you might even teach them a thing or two!

" The immense. p_npulqutty of Fortnite with more trusting younger
audiences means thot there's no shortage of scammers looking to
fraudulently obtain ﬂnsswords-und.uther personal dota throug
technigues like phishing. As the dsuglalp_arg- oint out on many of Fortnite's
Ioading scresns, they never ask for a playsr’s account password outside of
the game: maoke sure your child knows this.
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